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1. Introduction 
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2. Derived Intransitive 
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2.1. Russian Intransitives in -sja 

‡
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2.2. Initial Subject 
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2.2.1. Continuum of Agentivity 

2.2.1.1. Possible Non-Agent 
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2.2.1.2. Agent Dissociated from Action 
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2.2.1.3. Agent-Initiated Actions 

2.2.1.4. Agent Executes Action 
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2.2.2. Modification and Middle 
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3. Predication and Properties 
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3.1. Syntactic Predication 
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2    2     

.

3.2. Semantic Composition 
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∪  → <e,p>4
: ∪ π 4 
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→

3.3. Lexical Representation of Change of State 
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4. Building the Middle 

4.1. Skeleton 

Π

> 
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    4
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θ

 

4.2. Interpretation 

→

μ φ
μ
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4.3. Related Structures 
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4.3.1. Non-Change of State 

2   

4.3.2. Ergative 
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4.4. Outside VP 

θ

4.4.1. Periphrastic VP Operators 
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4 
→4 
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4.4.2. Lexicalization 

4.5. Russian -sja and the Reflexive Morpheme 



MIDDLES IN RUSSIAN 321 

θ
θ

θ



322 CHARLES JONES AND JAMES S. LEVINE  

 → 

 → 
 ∪ ↔ ∃ ∪

 → 
 ∪ ↔ ∪

→ 

 → 
θ

5. Middle Interpretation 
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4
2     

5.1. Implicit External Argument 
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5.2. Genericity 

∈
 

∀ ∈
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∈
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6. Russian and English 
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